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Mumbai: India is leading the
global biosimilar pipeline, with
the largest number of products
launched in the country and
emerging economies. Biosimi-
lars, developed by innovators,
are approved versions of bio-
pharmaceuticals — complex
medicines manufactured using

live organisms, as against con-

ventional drugs that are based
onchemical composition.

At present, domestic com-
panies are marketing their
products only in emerging
markets, but the largest and
most lucrative market fop all
pharmaceuticals — the US —
is the next stop. The develop-
ment not only indicates that
Indian pharma companies are
moving up the value chain af-

ter decades of making copycat
medicines, it has, more impor-
tantly, led to treatment costs
getting slashed by 20-40% in
chronic and life-threatening
illnesses, like rheumatoid
arthritis and cancers.
“Reliance Life Sciences
has pursued astrategy of deve-
loping, in an integrated man-
ner, a wide array of biosimi-
lars at competitive prices to
meet patient needs on a global
basis. Being recognised as the
top biosimilar player globally,
in terms of number of pro-
ducts, is one testimony of this
strategy in practice,” says
company presidentand CEOK
V S Subramaniam.
Significantly, the entry of
biosimilars has helped bring
down prices for patients. To il-
lustrate, net prices to innova-
tors have come down 18% from
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100mg vial), 45% to Rs 3,000 for
interferon beta (30-microgram
pre-filledrsyringe), and 14% to
Rs 19,000 for rituximab (500mg
vial). Indian companies are ex-
porting biosimilars to develo-
ping countries, primarily So-
uth Asia, Southeast Asia, Afri-

Intas VC and MD Binish
Chudgarsaid, “Theestimateof
the global biosimilar market is
$9.5-13 billion by 2022, despite
the fact that over $30 billion
worth of biotech-based medici-
nes are expected to go off-pa-
tent in the next few years.

Much of the activity in biosi-
milars is taking place in Euro-
pe, while the US, which is the
largest pharmaceutical mar-
ket in the world by a wide mar-
gin, has not really opened up to
these products. On the domes-
ticfront, witha very supportive
regulatory authority, biotech-
nological medicines are set to
become an important part of
future healthcare landscape.”

PwC India leader (pharma-
ceutical & life sciences) Sujay
Shetty said, “There are emer-
ging signs that partnerships
(Biocon with Mylan) are begin-
ning to bear fruit. However, the-
ir success in regulated markets
will depend on skills of each JV
partner. India candominaterest
of world. Going forward, there
could be competition from Ko-
rean and Chinese companies in
the emergingmarkets.”



