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Reliance Life Sciences
Buys Global Rights for
Copies of Epirus’ Drug

Vikas.Dandekar@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Reliance Life Sciences, the biophar-
maceutical unit of Reliance Industries, has ac-
quired the global rights for biosimilars, or copi-
es, of infliximab from Boston-based Epirus Bio-
pharmaceuticals.
TI{E EGONOMCTMES Infliximab is used to treat a broad range of medi-
cal conditions like rheumatoid arthritis, Crohn'’s
disease, ulcerative colitis, ankylosing spondylitis,
psoriatic arthritis and plaque psoriasis. The pro-
duct was originally developed by Janssen and
branded as Remicade. It grossed sales estimated at
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Date ol g, AU KV Subramaniam, presidentat Re-
Page :1of 1 liance Life Sciences, confirmed the
Title : Reliance Life Sciences deal to ET, but declined to divulge fi-

nancial details. He noted that with
its range of products, Reliance Life
Sciences is set to fortify its position
in the emerging and growing medi-
caldomain globally.

The latest transaction places Re-
liance among the top global biosi-
milars makers with an offering of
biosimilars iy products based on monoclonal
%"ﬂg‘ antibodies. Those include abcixi-
:I'; prod:cgts mab used to prevent plateletaggre-

gation in angioplasty, rituximab
for Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, trastuzumab for
breast cancer, bevacizumab for metastatic colo-
rectal cancer and adalimumab used to treat rhe-
umatoid arthritis and infliximab for rheumato-
id arthritis.

Reliance’s acquisition of the rights from Epirus
follows the termination of an agreement last year
between the two companies. As part of that deal,
Reliance was to supply the biosimilars to Epirus
for its global marketing efforts. For infliximab, ba-
sed on the cell lines provided by Epirus, Reliance
Life Scienceshad completed process development,
manufacturing, clinical trials in India and obtai-
ned marketing approval last year. Epirus had then
licensed the marketing rights to Ranbaxy under
the brand name Infimab, which was later taken
over by Sun Pharma.
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